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Revelation 16:12 And the sixth
angel poured out his vial upon the
great river Euphrates; and the water
thereof was dried up, that the way of the
kings of the east might be prepared.

13 And I saw three unclean spirits
like frogs come out of the mouth of the
dragon [paganism], and out of the

THE

Truth Marches On

As the powers of evil and falsity
continue to work, even up to our
very day and time, God in His love
and mercy is working to uncover
every falsity. Whether God sends
forth the sounding of the trumpet or
avial of judgment, every move is to
uncover that which is false order to
loose God's people sothey can serve
Him and Him alone.

Our Scripture text says that the
sixth angel poured out his vial on
the great river Euphrates. Realizing
that the Revelation is written in
symbolic language, we must hold
the fact that there is something
about Euphrates that He using in
symbolic language to talk about
Babylon, or where God's people
were bound. In the literal sense,
Euphrates was the river that literal
Babylon was built on; it was her
security and her protection.

Let us go to Daniel's prophecy,
which covers that period of time.
God's people were carried away
intoBabylonian captivity because of
their attitude toward God's Word
and God's prophets. With them was
carried away the furniture and
golden vessels of the temple that
God had dwelled in among Israel.

They were not down there very
long until the king of Babylon,
Nebuchadnezzar, made an image.

mouth of the beast [papalism], and out
of the mouth of the false prophet [Prot-
estantism].

14 For they are the spirits of devils,
working miracles, which go forth unto
the kings of the earth and of the whole
world, to gather them to the battle of
that great day of God Almighty.

17 Behold, | come as a thief. Blessed
is he that watcheth, and keepeth his
garments, lest he walk naked, and they
see his shame.

16 And he gathered them together
into a place called in the Hebrew
tongue Armageddon.

SIXTH VIAL

Brother Emerson A. Wilson

To make a long story short, there
were three boys down there who
wouldn't go to church in Babylon; it
didn't make any difference how
much pressure the king put on
them. When they were thrown into
the furnace of fire, those men stood
with power over fire. When the king
looked in and saw One who looked
like the Son of Man standing in
there with them, he brought them
out and gave glory to God.

Daniel proved God true in the
lion's den, and he was put up as the
next ruler of Babylon. The old king
that put him up there died. Several
years passed, two or three other,
kings came into being, and finally a
king by the name of Belshazzar
ruled Babylon. Many years passed
between Nebuchadnezzar and
Belshazzar. Daniel had become old
and had been forgotten. No one
even knew he was in the province.
Other kings had taken over, and
because of it, Daniel was forgotten
and moved out of his high position.

The Literal Story

Let us read Daniel 5:1-5:
"Belshazzar the king made a great
feast to a thousand of his lords, and
drank wine before the thousand.
Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the
wine, commanded to bring the
golden and silver vessels which his

father Nebuchadnezzar had taken
out of the temple which was in Jeru-
salem; that theking, and his princes,
his wives, and his concubines,
might drink therein.

"Then they brought the golden
vessels that were taken out of the
temple of the house of God which
wait Jerusalem; and the king, and
his princes, his wives, and his con-
cubines, drank in them. They dank
wine, and praised the gods of gold,
and of silver, of brass, of iron, of
wood, and of stone. In the same
hour came forth fingers of a man's
hand, and wrote over against the
candlestick upon the plaster of the
wall of the king's palace: and the
king saw the part of the hand that
wrote."

He brought in his astrologers,
soothsayers, and the wise men of
Babylon, but none could read it or
interpret it. He felt very low until
the old queen, the queen of the last
generation, told him about Daniel.

Verses 14-31 tell us: "l have even
heard of thee, that the spirit of the
gods is in thee, and that light and
understanding and excellent wis-
dom is found in thee. And now the
wise men, the astrologers, have
been broughtin before me, thatthey
should read this writing, and make
known unto me the interpretation
thereof: but they could not shew the
interpretation of the thing: And |
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have heard of thee, that thou canst
make interpretations, and dissolve
doubts: now if thou canst read the
writing, and make known to me the
interpretation thereof, thou shalt be
clothed with scarlet, and have a
chain of gold about thy neck, and
shalt be the third ruler in the king-
dom.

"Then Daniel answered and said
before the king, Let thy gifts be to
thyself, and give thy rewards to
another; yet | will read the writing
unto the king, and make known to
him the interpretation. O thou king,
the most high God gave
Nebuchadnezzar thy father a king-
dom and majesty, and glory, and
honour: And for the majesty that he
gave him, all people, nations, and
languages [you will notice here that
I am reading many words that are
used inthe Revelation, another situ-
ation where all kingdoms, lan-
guages, and peoples bowed down
and served him], trembled and
feared before him: whom he would
he slew; and whom he would he
kept alive; and whom he would he
set up; and whom he would he put
down.

"But when his heart was lifted
up,and hismind hardened in pride,
he was deposed from his kingly
throne, and they took his glory from
him; And he was driven from the
sons of men; and his heart was
made like the beasts, and his dwell-
ing was with the wild asses: they
fed him with grass like oxen, and
his body was wet with the dew of
heaven; till he knew that the most
high God ruled in the kingdom of
men, and that he appointeth over it
whomsoever he will. And thou his
son, O Belshazzar, hast not hum-
bled thine heart, though thou knew-
estall this; But hast lifted up thyself
against the Lord of heaven; and
they have brought the vessels of his
house before thee, and thou, and
thy lords, thy wives, and thy concu-
bines, have drunk wine in them:;
and thou halt praised the gods of
silver, and gold, of brass, iron,
wood, and stone, which see not, nor
hear, nor know: and the God in
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whose hand thy breath is, and
whose are all thy ways, hast thou
not glorified:

"Then was the part of the hand
sent from him; and this writing was
written. And this is the writing that
was written, MENE, MENE,
TEKEL, UPHARSIN. This is the
interpretation of the thing: MENE;
God hath numbered thy kingdom,
and finished it. TEKEL; Thou art
weighed in the balances, and art
found wanting. PERES; Thy king-
dom is divided, and given to the
Medes and Persians. Then com-
manded Belshazzar, and they
clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put
a chain of gold about his neck, and
made a proclamation concerning
him, that he should be the third
ruler in the kingdom. In that night
was Belshazzar the king of the
Chaldeans slain. And Darius the
Median took the kingdom, being
about threescore and two years
old."

Before God gave the handwrit-
ing on the wall, He had already
moved on the Medes and Persians.
He had already spoken to King
Cyrus, and Darius was with him.
When they dried up the riverbed,
they walked in and came into the
very festival that was going on and
killed Belshazzar that very night.
The message was then given to the
people from Cyrus that they could
go out on the dry riverbed, take the
vessels back to the temple where
they belonged, and build the temple
back in Jerusalem for God. Now,
that is the literal picture.

Euphrates Must Be Dried Up

We have a Euphratesinspiritual
Babylon today which has to be
dried up. In too many places, how-
ever, Euphrates is not being dried
up. She is running bank-full. God's
people are not getting out of Baby-
lon because the message is not get-
ting in. The kings of the east are not
getting in because Euphrates, spiri-
tual Babylon's stronghold, is not
being dried up. Itisjustasitwasin
literal Babylon's stronghold; God's

people couldn't get out until the
river was dried up. The kings of the
east went in, and they came out on
the dry riverbed.

Some of God's people are in spir-
itual Babylon today, and there is no
hope of them getting out until Eu-
phratesis dried up. The kings of the
east (knowledge and understand-
ing) have to get in to them and
make a way for them to escape.
They have to get some knowledge
and see what they are in. Oh, how
God hates it. While they think it is
all right, it is an abomination unto
God. They must have wisdom to
know how to get out. But in order
for those two kings of the east to get
in, Euphrates has to be dried up.

This Babylon, which has God's
people in it, people in it is Protes-
tantism. God's people never were in
Catholicism; there was never any
Gospel there for anybody to get
converted. Allow me to make the
statement that we are dealing with
Protestantism. Euphrates is a sym-
bol of spiritual Babylon'sstronghold
on people, as well as their false se-
curity. Protestantism is full of the
teaching of eternal security, and
until that is dried up, cleared up
from the minds of people, nobody is
going to get excited about putting
forth efforts to live righteously. Prot-
estantism is full of it.

Not only is that her stronghold
and her security, but another of her
securitiesisthe false agreement that
she makes with hell and death, by
causing people to join those
churches and line up with their
rituals. Isaiah said that when the
truth is turned loose, it will over-
flow the hiding places, and people's
agreement with hell and death will
not stand (Isaiah 28:17-18).

Another stronghold that she
holds over the people is lies, by
lying to them and telling them we
are all the Church of God. They tell
people that God has a spiritual
church, or a mythical church, and
then a literal one. Brother, that
makes two, and God has but one
church. The same God whobaptizes
you by a born-again experience into



the spiritual body puts you into the
local, working, visible phase of the
Church of God. God never puts
anybody in Babylon. The Spirit of
God never leads anybody to go join
a church. The Spirit of God never
calls aman from Babylon to preach
the Gospel.

According to the eleventh chap-
ter of Revelation, the two witnesses,
the Word and the Spirit, rose up
and came out of Babylon. From then
on, the cry was, "Come on out of
her, My people.” There may be indi-
viduals who are saved in sectarian
organizations, and the Spirit of God
may be working through their indi-
vidual lives if they are walking in
all the light they have; but the Spirit
of God is not blessing the organiza-
tion or the services.

SoBabylon's stronghold, defense,
or security is the antitype of the old
river Euphrates, and it is used right
here. Brother, it takes a heap of
preaching todry up, Euphrates. We
mightaswell lay aside the idea that
we can go along and just have ser-
vices on Sunday and Wednesday
night, and get the job done. We are
noteven starting to get it done. Bab-
ylon is getting stronger all the time,
and the church is getting weaker in
most places.

Brother, the only thing that will
keep Babylon from taking strength,
and it is the same thing that will
bring strength to the church, is the
straight pouring out of God's Word,
service after service, telling people
thetruthjustexactly asitisin God's
Word. So, spiritual Babylon has a
defense, a false security and a pow-
er, by which she holds people all
those lies that she tells them. Now,
that river has to be dried up. Truth
has to be poured out so the kings of
the east can get in.

God Is Not Mocked

Iwantto show you that spiritual
Babylon has the same spirit that old
Belshazzar had. What did Daniel
tell him about his spirit? You be-
came inflated in yourself. He was
just as Nebuchadnezzar, when he

conquered the whole then-known
world: he rared back, took a look at
Babylon, and in so many words
said, "Look whata city | have built."
About that time, he was ready to go
out and eat straw like the ox.
Belshazzar came right along and
inflated himself, and the same spirit
is in spiritual Babylon.

We havealready studied Revela-
tion 13:4-what did that beast
say?"Who is like unto the beast?
whois able to make war with him?"
Belshazzar, also, felt secure in the
great province of Babylon. Right
while he was praising the gods of
silver, gold, brass, iron, wood, and
stone, God had two kings with two
armies channeling the river. It was
justhours until he was going to lose
his kingdom. What did the beast
say? "Who is like the beast?" Old
Roman Catholicism still makes that
cry yet today. Brother, she will
boast in the newspaper of how
many millions belong tothe Roman
Catholic religion.

In other words, she is saying:
"Who can equal the beast? Who is
like the beast? Who has made a
move such as we have?" But little
does she know that God has a few
Church of God preachers who are
channeling the river and driving in
upon her through the truth of God's
eternal Word. While she boasts in
what she can do, little does she
know that God already has the Gat-
ling guns of truth turned in upon
her.

Revelation 18:7 tells us, ". . . she
hath glorified herself, and lived
deliciously . . . for she saith in her
heart, I sit a queen, and am no wid-
ow, and shall see no sorrow." False
religion feels they have the world so
deceived that nobody will ever get
enough understanding to point out
the deception that they hold people
in. That is exactly the attitude that
Belshazzar had, but in the same
hour there came a handwriting on
the wall of God's divine judgment
against that Babylonian kingdom.

Someone may question, "Does it
happen the same way in the New
Testament Babylon?" Yes, sir, just

the same. The whole eighteenth
chapter of Revelation will tell you of
how Babylon's merchants have
waxed rich with the abundance of
her delicacies. Oh, what a time they
are having, until you get down to
verses 17 and 19: "For in one hour so
great riches is come to naught . . . .
And they cast dust on their heads,
and cried, weeping and wailing,
saying, Alas, alas, that great city,
whereinwere maderichall that had
ships in the sea by reason of her
costliness! for in one hour is she
made desolate."

I want to to the two together.
There was Belshazzar in his pomp
and splendor-wealthy, many wives
and concubines, having a great feast
and really living deliciously-but at
the same hour, the handwriting of
God came on the wall. Not only
that, but that very night Belshazzar
was slain.

Consider spiritual Babylon; they
could think lessabout destruction or
about the judgments of God coming
down. Butfriend, whetheryouare a
little bit wrong or a whole lot
wrong, the judgments of God are
going to come your way. God is not
asleep. God is not mocked. God is
very muchawake. Thatis why Paul
spoke about a people in this very
day and time who would cry,
"Peace and safety,” and little do
they know that sudden destruction
is coming upon them (1
Thessalonians 5:3). That was the
spirit of Belshazzar: "What do we
have to worry about?"

Truth Brings Judgment

You may question, "What hour
did Babylon's riches fade out, or
when is the hour that Babylon's
riches come to naught?" The hour
that the handwriting appears, or the
hour when the truth is revealed.
There are plenty of people in Baby-
lon who think that Babylon's riches
are great, until you get the truth to
them. The same hour that truth
reaches their heart and mind, all
those riches which they looked on in
Babylon have lost all their value.
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They are ready to walk off from
them and leave them like a pile of
sand.

While Babylon today, just as
Babylon of old, is making merry
(going on in their lasciviousness,
loose living, and ungodliness), little
dothey know that the hour of God's
judgment has come and the hand-
writing of God is appearing.

The handwriting of God appears
so that people can see their true
condition. When Daniel read the
handwriting to Belshazzar, he read
out his true condition; he showed
him a picture of himself, how he
wasas God looked at him. Brethren,
the handwriting of God will do the
same thing today, whether it is on
you and me individually, or on
some false system of religion.

Protestant sects are held in high
esteem, but the truth of the matteris
that they are an abomination unto
God. False religion has taken the
fear of God off of man. | can remem-
ber when | was a boy when men
did not smoke in front of some peo-
ple and women in front of nobody.
What took all that fear off? Preach-
ers walking around with stogies in
their mouths and their collars on
backwards, claiming to be holy
people, claiming to be men of God,
but living like the devil.

They foam out their devilish
doctrine of eternal security. That
doctrine teaches that if you are born
againand baptized, no matter what
you do or what kind of shape you
areinwhen God finds you and calls
you to death, you will never be lost.
That kind of doctrine lifts the fear of
God off the hearts of man and turns
lasciviousness loose. If you get
enough truth to people to dry up
that river, take away some of those
false securities that people are rest-
ing in, you can still bring sweat on
their brows, cause their ears to get
red, and cause their knees to smite
together.

Belshazzar's knees were not
smiting together. He was having a
wonderful time, playing around
with his women and having sex
orgies. Well, what brought the fear
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of God back on him? The real hand-
writing of God and a preacher who
could read it like it was. That will
bring it back today too. Paul spoke
of a cry of peace and safety, a peace
where there is no peace, of safety
when sudden destruction is coming
on them. My friend, it is a picture of
the darkness of false religion.

The Word of God lets us know
that whenyou join one of these har-
lot bodies (Revelation 17), you will
become a partaker of her sins.
Brother, if you go down where the
harlots are at, where prostitution is,
all that woman has to do is get you
to drink a little out of her cup and it
won't be long until she will have
you in any kind of corruption she
wants to pull you into. This is ex-
actly what the Revelation is pictur-
ing here, these harlot women with
the cups in their hands. Brother, if
they can get you to join them and
drink of their wine, it will only be a
matter of time until you are a par-
taker of her evil deeds.

According to Revelation 18, the
only way to keep from being a par-
taker of her evil deeds is to come out
of her. Why? She has a spirit and a
power. She will take hold on you in
such a way that you will turn down
known truth and stand by her
teachings and her catechisms.

The Vessels

It is just the same as in
Belshazzar's day. He got along all
right in his feast and in his drinking
until he made one move: he called
for the golden vessels that had been
sanctified to be used in purity, and
everyone who bore them was to be
clean. There was a corrupt old king
in the midst of his sex orgies as king
them to bring those golden vessels
so they could drink wine in them.
He had no more than put it to his
lips, however, until the handwrit-
ing, the judgment of God, was put
forth.

Someone may question, "What
are the vessels?" Let's just take time
to consider the golden cup in the
harlot's hand. Psalm 116:13 tells us

that the golden cup was a cup of
salvation, but the harlot has emp-
tied that out and filled it with the
filthiness of the wine of her fornica-
tion. In other words, she is not
reaching out the golden cup of sal-
vation; she is reaching out to get
you to join her organization instead
of getting your soul saved.

According to Jeremiah, Babylon
was a golden cup in God's hand. In
the early days of the reformers, they
laid the truth down just as it was.
They preached justification, holi-
ness, and clean living. They were
offering a cup of salvation. God
used those reformers, but when
they started to pour out that salva-
tion and fill their cup with the filthi-
ness of their fornication, the hand-
writing of God appeared. God be-
gan to put judgment on it. Every-
where He can get a man with
enough nerve, zeal, and inspiration
tolay judgment on Babylon, He has
been putting it on herever since. He
has never let up.

Someone may ask, "If that is the
picture, why don't more people see
it?" 1 only have one answer-Daniel
5:8-none of the astrologers, sooth-
sayers, or wise men of Babylon
could read the handwriting, and
they cannot read it yet. Brother, you
and I can only read it as the Spirit of
God unfolds itto us, and He gives it
to whomever He wants to.

Babylon's merchants couldn't
read it. In other words, they were
like a lot of preachers now: they
were maintained at the king's ex-
pense, but in the time of urgent
need, they couldn't help him one bit.
Babylon is yet full of those kind of
preachers. They are carried along at
great expense. They make good
wages, but don't earn ahamburger.

People with heavy burdens are
going tothem for counsel, and what
dothey tell them? "You've got toget
hold of yourself. Maybe you had
better see a psychiatrist. See if you
can't get your nerves straightened."
And they walk right away from
those preachers and go jump in the
river or blow outtheir brains: Broth-
er, a preacher who can't show you



the way to Jesus when you're in the
hour of grave need is useless.
When the handwriting of God
appears, things change. I believe the
same God who had a definite mes-
sage for Belshazzar, if the man of
God in tune with Him, has a defi-
nite message for every person who
comes into the worship services
today. My friend, it will be definite
and it will strike your heart just as
definitely as that handwriting on
the wall struck, old Belshazzar's
heart. That handwriting was a dec-
laration of judgment; and remem-
ber, these are vials of judgment,
vials of God's wrath. When the mes-
sage gets through to man, things
change. People lose their light,
chaffy attitude toward the Gospel.
You will act just as the king did.

Present Enjoyment Versus
Eternal Destruction

Let usconsider the handwriting.
The handwriting appeared in the
king's palace. Belshazzar lived in a
king's palace. Guards may have
shut out human intruders, but no-
body could shut out the divine mes-
sage and the divine messenger.
Now you can just mark it down: if a
ministry will be true and go to work
with a real old-fashioned burden,
God will getthe message through to
ever honest heart. There will be
some way or circumstance where
the honest hearts who need to see
the handwriting of God will be ex-
posed to it.

The same God who looked down
on Belshazzar is looking down on
you and me. The handwriting ap-
peared at a time of pleasure. The
intoxication of pleasure may blind
you from judgment for a while, but
itcannot stay the hand of judgment.
God will get through to you. We're
inaworld that is pleasure mad and
drunk on pleasure as much as
Belshazzar was drunk on wine. We
have people who are trying to be
Christians who are drunk on plea-
sure. Brother, when the handwriting
appeared, the fun was all over.

If we could only realize it, it is

very foolish for us to rest our secu-
rity on our experience of present
enjoyment. Too many hold the atti-
tude "Don't bother me preacher; I'm
enjoying myself,” but blinded tothe
fact that judgment may come on
them today. God may see fitto leta
gas leak cut loose in your houseand
blow you to smithereens before
morning. God may see fit to let a jet
lose its power, and fall and blow
your house to pieces. These things
have happened to others, and they
could happen to us. We can become
so enveloped in the pleasure we are
enjoying that we don't think that
judgment could be possible.

Tragedy is never planned. Let's
get back to somereal solid thinking;
for a little bit. Don't you think God
would have a man prepared for
that if he knew it was going to hap-
pen? He would if He could get
through to him, but his mind is so
taken up, cluttered, and
self-satisfied that he is busy enjoy-
ing life the way it is.

I say again, it's foolish to rest our
security on our experience of pres-
ent enjoyment. The moment of
greatest pleasure may bring us to
the brink of deepest ruin. The same
hour that Belshazzar reached the
heighth of his pleasure, the same
hour he reached the depth of his
ruin and went straight to hell. Will
he pay for that pleasure? He has
been paying several hundred years,
and hasn't take off a year.

God wants us to see something.
These three unclean spirits like
frogs—the spirit of the beast, of the
false prophet, and of the
dragon-have gone out into the
whole world. These spirits have
been outthere for quite a number of
years. What are they doing? They
will do to us what they have been
doing to Babylon, what they did to
Belshazzar. If we allow them, they
will get us so enveloped in our liv-
ing inthe present that we never give
athought that our foundation might
be undermined this very night.

In the midst of sinful-revelry,
drunkness, profanity, where people
were turned to lasciviousness and

rioting in a feast, judgment came.
Friend, it is a foolish thought that
the devil throws to you, that you
will have time to pray, time to get
right. Itisnot so in this lesson, and it
has not always been so in the cases
of many since then.

Consider Belshazzar again: his
end came with the handwriting of
God. The final judgments of God
appeared to him under the circum-
stance of gross negligence. While the
king was busy in sinful revelry, the
enemy was at the gate; destruction
was at the door.

These things happened unto
them for our ensample so that we
might learn. Learn what? Don't get
so carried away in your daily living
where you fail to keep in mind that
death may be at your door tonight.

Ignored Examples

When Belshazzar called Daniel
in, he just wanted him to tell him
what "Mene, Mene, Tekel,
Upharsin” meant. But God's man
had more than that to say. Daniel
began with Nebuchadnezzar, how
his heart was lifted up the same
way, and how God had sent him
out seven years to liveasan animal.
Then in Daniel 5:22 he said, "And
thou his son [or successor], O
Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine
heart, though thou knewest all this."

How much do you know today?
How many times have you seen
God make an example of some-
body? How many times have you
read through the Word of God
about what God did to people who
inflated themselves? God is a just
God. He wasn't bringing judgment
on someone who didn't know what
he ought to do, how he ought to
live, or how God felt about such an
attitude as he had. Too many peo-
ple today know better than they are
living.

Belshazzar did not humble him-
selfeventhough he knew, but verse
23 says, "But hast lifted up thyself
against the Lord of heaven ... ."
This is exactly what Babylon is do-
ing, lifting up herself against Lord
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of Heaven. Regardless of what
God's Word teaches, they follow the
teachings of their lifting up them-
selves against the God of Heaven.
When you putthe preacher's words
rightagainst, God's Word, they turn
the Word of God and follow the
preacherand what he says. Verse 23
alsosays,". .. thou hast praised the
gods of silver, and gold, of brass,
iron, wood, and stone, which see
not, nor hear, nor know: and the
God in whose hand thy breath is,
and whose are all thy ways, hast
thou not glorified."

Daniel then told Belshazzar
about the handwriting: "And this is
the writing that was written,
MENE, MENE, TEKEL,
UPHARSIN. This is the interpreta-
tion of the thing: MENE; God hath
numbered thy kingdom, and fin-
ished it. TEKEL; Thou art weighed
inthe balances, and art found want-
ing. PERES; Thy kingdom is di-
vided, and given to the Medes and
Persians" (verses 25-28).

In verse 22 we see infidelity, or
unbelief against past revelation.
Every movement has fallen, and
infidelity against past revelations of
truth from God's Word was their
downfall. Verse 23 shows how we
substitute shadow for reality. In-
stead of the true God, we have im-
ages of all kinds. Back there it was
images of gold, wood, hay, and
stone; today it is the many different
images that man has builtimagesto
the beast, to human organizations,
and to the human doctrines
preached.

In the latter part of the 23rd
verse, you can see Belshazzar's fail-
ure in man's prime duty. What is
our prime duty? To glorify God.
You glorify God when you turn
from sin. Romans 3:23 says, "For all
have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God.” As long as there is sin
in your life, you cannot glorify God,
You glorify God by turning from
sin. You honor God by obeying His
commandments, day by day, justas
you honor your father and mother
whenyou obey them. SoBelshazzar
had failed in the express purpose
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for hisbeing here to glorify God. My
friend, a revelation of judgment
follows all, the misuse of talentsand
opportunities of life. The handwrit-
ing on the wall was a message to
him straight from God, a revelation
of judgment that follows all misuse
of talents and opportunities of life.

Friend, when you go along after
pleasure and get tied up in every-
thing but glorifying God, you
wasting time that can never be re-
deemed. Somewhere downthe line,
you are going to have to answer to
God and give answer for your de-
portment, for your time, talents, and
efforts. This is why God put such
judgment on Belshazzar; he knew
better; he could have done better.
God could have found him wor-
shiping God, putting in his time
serving God and helping a people to
serve God. Here is a sentence that
awaits everyone who neglects and
abuses his mission in the world.
Our mission, if we are the church, is
to reach a lost-and-dying world.

Life Has Its Limits

The first part of the
summons—-Mene-that God had
numbered his kingdom and fin-
ished it. Not only was the king to be
killed that night, but that as the
king of Babylon as an empire It
would become a divided kingdom
between the Medes and Persians
Just as the days of Babylon were
numbered, so were the days of the
king numbered. The end had come,
and the nation itself was called to
give an account of its stewardship.

Dear one, your and my life have
their limits. The Bible teaches this
truth over and over. Moses prayed,
"So teach us to number our
days..." (Psalm90:12). Why? God
has set our bounds, and we cannot
beyond them. What was the mes-
sage to Belshazzar? Numbered.
That old king thought he was going
to live forever and that he was just
getting things in shape where he
could really enjoy livelihood, but
death was on his trail. God gives us
all sufficient time and opportunity

for the work He requires of us. He is
a just God; He doesn't require any
more of us than our faculties are
equal to. Heisjust. Since this is true,
we have no reason tomurmur at the
shortness of life, or to try to use the
excuse that life is too short for ne-
glecting our proper duty.

Dear one, there is a limit to our
opportunities. You know what the
cry is today: "We don't get in a
hurry. There is plenty of time." Is
there? Could you give me any text
in the Bible that tells you not to get
in a hurry, or that there is plenty of
time? That is the spirit of the age,
and it is coming out of the mouth of
the dragon. He does not want you
to have any zeal or punctuality.
Many people feel they have plenty
of time, but the truth of the matter
is, we only have time and that is
very short. There will be no work
done in eternity. Whenever Jesus
splits the clouds, it will all be over.

Yes, sir, we cannot postpone the
work of today without interfering
with tomorrow's work. If you put
off until tomorrow what should
have been done today, you have
interfered in tomorrow's work; and
youwon'tgetdone tomorrow what
should have been done today. Jesus
said in John 9:4, "I must work the
works of him that sent me, while it
is day: the night cometh, when no
man can work."

Now, we know that that night
did come: there were 1260 years of
it when the Christians could not
work. They just stayed in the dens
and the caves to hold the seed for
the church. Now, we are over here
in the end of the Gospel Day. Pro-
phetically, day is running out, and
evening has been going on for one
hundred years. The night cometh.
That eighth beast is forming, and
when they completely surround the
camp of the saints, your work is
finished.

It is already working, and they
are already surrounding the camp
of the saints. That beast has formed
and is forming; they are going to cut
us off. The time is coming when we
will not be able to speak as freely as



I am against conditions. When that
time comes, God is going to send
fire down from Heaven, and that
will be the end. God is not going to
leave us here when we are not able
to work. But we had better work
now, as never before.

We Have a Course to Finish

It is very foolish not to consider
what our position will be at the end
of our days. Who of us will be able
tosay, when God is ready to lift the
spirit out of the body, "It is fin-
ished"? "Oh," someone may con-
tend, "that was Jesus."” Paul said the
same thing before he lay down his
head, and Peter could say the same.
You and I, too, have to finish our
course. | don't know what your
course is, but you have one.

God didn't save you to sit
around and wait for Jesus to come.
There is a course for every one of us
to follow, and we must be able to
look God in the face and say, "I've
finished it." God has given us time,
faculty, and everything we need to
do everything He wants us to do, so
we will stand without excuse if we
don‘tgetitdone. That old spirit will
take hold of you. It will make you
feel that there is plenty of time todo
the things of God. No! No! Saints, if
we are ever going to have the assur-
ance of a crown of righteousness,
we are going to have to be able to
say, "I've finished."

Some people’s courses may be
shorter than others, and the require-
ments on some may be greater than
on others. We stand as individuals
before a just God. Those gifts are
passed out according to man's abil-
ity. My friend, whatever course God
has laid down, whatever faculty He
has given us to work with, what-
ever course He has put us on, we
must be able to say that we have
finished it.

The nextthing Daniel revealed to
the king was his abuse of opportu-
nity. Just as it did with him, the
abuse of opportunity will lead to
the loss of it. The king and the peo-
ple would have been spared a lon-

ger life if they would have lived
better. What brought the judgment
on him? His debauchery, his trying
to drag the things of God down to
the corruption of the world. That is
what Babylon is guilty of. Had he
not turned to that debauchery, had
he not stirred God to the place of
judgment, they could have lived
longer. This is the same thing that is
causing the hand of God's judgment
to come down on people yet today.

Thefirstword of God's judgment
against Belshazzar meant "num-
bered.” The second word meant that
he was weighed in the balance, and
found wanting. What does this have
to do with Babylon? In Revelation
6:5, we see the black horse, and he
that sat on him had the balances in
his hand. In other words, putting
the Word of God out at starvation
rate, and at the same time, giving
people a false , weight of their true
condition.

The balance of God's Word says,
". .. the soul that sinneth, it shall
die" (Ezekiel 18:4). The true balance
says that you cannot be a servant of
God and a servant of sin, but the
rider on this black horse with the
balances in his hand weighs people
and gives them a false weight. This
spirit tells people: "Everybody is
sinning; | sin and you sin. Don't
worry about sin in your life." Fol-
lowing that black horse was the
gray horse, and death and hell fol-
lowed. What follows apostasy?
What follows letting up on God's
Word? What follows seeking a false
weight in your experience? Death
and hell. It will follow it every time.

Weighed According to Knowledge

So the second word was
weighed. Proverbs 16:2 says, "All
the ways of a man are clean in his
own eyes; but the Lord weigheth
the spirits.” He does not weigh its
according to profession, whether we
join church or whether we've been
baptized. He weighs the spirit first
ofall. You mustbeborn again There
is no chance of anybody even get-
ting on the way to Heaven without

being born again. That is the start-
ing place. You must die born of
God's Spirit to have any weft with
God.

"Well," someone may say, "l've
been born again. I'll make it all
right." First Samuel 2:8 tells us,
"...the Lord is a God of knowledge,
and by him actions are weighed."
He weighs the spirit,and He weighs
our actions. How does He weigh
them? According to knowledge.
Belshazzar knew better. Thatiswhy
he came up short in weighing. If he
had not known better, God would
not have put that on him. Brother,
sister, when we step in God's bal-
ance, He puts our knowledge of
truth on one aside of the balance,
and we stand on the other. By our
action, we had better balance off to
what knowledge of truth we have;
or we will be found wanting and
end up in hell.

Let us now read Micah 6:9-10:
"The Lord's voice crieth unto the
city, and the man of wisdom shall
see thy name: hear ye the rod [the
Word of God], and who hath ap-
pointed it. Are there yet the trea-
sures of wickedness in the house of
the wicked, and the scant measure
that is abominable?"

After God's voice has cried out,
after people know what they ought
to do, even yet there is still scant
measure. People sitting right under
truth, where the Word of God is
given, should be up to full measure,
but they only have scant measure.
They are behind on measuring to
the message of truth.

That scant measure, or that stan-
dard which is not according to
God's Word, isanabominable thing
unto God. When Babylon took the
balance, the Word of God was in
their hand. What happened? It was
no time until they were not putting
out any Word of God. They were
measuring people by the teachings
of the church instead of the Word of
God.

Let us consider verse 11: "Shall |
count them pure with the wicked
balances, and with the bag of deceit-
ful weights?" Back then when they
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used the scale, they carried the
weights in a bag tied on them.
When they weighed something out,
they put the weights on them. Well,
they had deceitful weights.

In other words, these filthy
dreamers (Jude 8) dream they will
be clean by the sacrifices of God, in
spite of their daily sin. This is what
is going on in Babylon. It has no
reality; it is a dream. What do they
dream?"Well, because | went down
yesterday, ate a wafer, and drank
some wine, even though I've
smoked and cursed today, I'll be
pure because of the sacrifice, be-
cause of what | partook at Babylon's
table.” People who are still living in
wickedness think they are going to
be pure because they went through
someritual of false religion. Brother,
there is nothing that can make you
pure but the blood of Jesus Christ.

The deceitful weights are just a
picture of the kind of weight that is
putin the balance togive the untrue
weight of judgment of the individ-
ual life. This is why many people
who have attended religious organi-
zations think we are terrible when
we just set up the plain old Word of
God and start weighing people for
what they are. It is so far different
from what they have been told they
are in Babylon.

That happens right around the
church. People have one weight
they put in the balance when they
are going to weigh themselves, and
another weight they put in the bal-
ance when they are going to weigh
me. In any case, we must use the
same measure on someone else that
we use on ourselves. God hates
deceitful weights. It is a practice of
spiritual Babylon, and it doesn't
belong around the Church of God.

Not only was Belshazzar
weighed, but he was found want-
ing. If you come up short according
to God's standard, you are found
wanting. My friend, there are many
lacksin Babylontoday. She is found
wanting for light. That is why there
is a cloudy condition, and much of
that cloudiness in Babylon has
turned to darkness by now. It used
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to be cloudy, a mixture of truth and
error, but it has moved to a place of
error, or darkness. As darkness is
the absence of light, even so evil is
the absence of good.

"Thy Soul Shall Be
Required of Thee"

In Romans 12:21 Paul said, "Be
not overcome of evil, but overcome
evil with good." Only one thing will
overcomeevil-good. Itis very plain.
We can only keep out sin by being
filled with holiness. Be filled with
holiness, or the Spirit of God, and
you can keep out sin. The true judg-
ments of God's Word will dry up
Euphrates, take away Babylon's
security, and take away the means
by which she holds God's people. It
will dry up the many lies of the
devil which have you bound in sin
as an individual, and the kings of
the east, knowledge and under-
standing, will come to you and
make a way for you to get out of
sin.

You will be without excuse if
you stay in bondage. When Cyrus
dried up Euphrates, he gave the
command that all the Jews could go
back to Jerusalem and build the
temple, but many of them didn'tgo.
The knowledge and understanding
came, the way of access was opened
up, but many of them didn't go.
Because of it, they were lost and
died in Babylon.

The same thing is true with sin
today. When the Word of God co-
mes, the devil will tell you many
lies. He gives you many reasons
why you cannot get saved, but the
truth will dry up the river. Knowl-
edge and understanding will come,
and when the way is opened up, if
you die in that condition, you will
be without excuse at the judgment
bar.

It is very likely that Belshazzar
heard no rumor or word of alarm
while he was carrying onand drink-
ing until the handwriting appeared.
No thought even came to his mind
that there was anything to be
alarmed about. Everything was

secure. No one could get across Eu-
phrates. But right while he felt so
secure, Euphrates was being
drained, and the enemy would soon
be ready to come in. When you
think about Belshazzar, you're
thinking about a. man who never
woke up to die. The message that
Daniel gave him did no good be-
cause he was not in control of his
faculties. He had. drowned them in
the wine cup.

We read in Revelation 17:2,
"...theinhabitants of the earth have
been made drunk with the wine of
her fornication [filthiness]." My
friend, the only hope of some people
in Babylon ever, ever seeing their
true condition and getting out is for
them to reach a point of soberness.
They are not going to reach that
point, however, if they keep going
back to Babylon and drinking more
wine. History says that as
Belshazzar stumbled from the hall
to his bed, a soldier crawled
through the window and ran a
sword through his body, and he
went straight into hell.

What is the message? "Behold, |
come as a thief." He came as a thief
onBelshazzar,ata most unguarded
time. He was not even thinking
about judgment. He was under the
influence of wine, benumbed, and
his faculties couldn't operate right.
He reached his appointed time to
leave this world in that terribly
hopeless state.

Friend, | just want to say this, It
istime tosoberup. Whether you are
drunk on Babylon's wine, on the
pleasures of this world, or with the
spirit of the age, it's time to sober
up. It is time to get sober to the
place that we canbring our faculties
together and do some serious think-
ing. Everything may seem all right
just as it is now, but will it be all
right if God chooses this night to
require my soul?

The rich manwas so taken up in
riches that all he could think about
when he sat down in his easy chair
was more barns, more fields, more
money. It never entered his mind
that he was going to die that night



God's Spirit said, "Thou fool, night
thy soul shall be required of
thee ..." (Luke 12:20).

What did Jesus teach His disci-
ples?"...the Son of man cometh at
an hour when ye think not" (Luke
12:40). When it is going to be so
much like a thief, at such un-
guarded time, that even God's peo-
ple whoare thinking about spiritual
things won't be thinking about His
coming, whatkind of shape will the
world be in? What chance is there
for the world? Their only chance is
for you and me to sound the alarm.
It is time for the handwriting to
appear. It is time for men of God
with a burden to not only read and
explain the handwriting, butto bear
God's message to lost-and-dying
souls while there is still opportu-
nity.

I thank God for truth that will
dry up Euphrates. It will dry it up
and bring knowledge and under-
standing. It will make a clear way
for every man to get out of what-
everbondage he is in. When know!I-
edge and understanding come and
the way is opened up, and we re-
fuse to go, we will be lost without
excuse.
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